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Our Digital News Bureau “correspondent”:

* analyzed a statewide arrest and prosecution database obtained thru FOI
* transformed the statistics into visualizations
« identified trends

Interest in Website Used by Sex Traffickers Grows
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A new analysis by Capital News Service finds that nearly a million
Maryland residents live in neighborhoods that could be affected
Some of the state's most iconic places -- Fells Point in
Baltimore, Harriet Tubman's birthplace, and Fort McHenry, home
of the national anthem -- are at risk

cnsmaryland.org/sealevelrise,
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GENERAL TIPS
Picking the story: For team projects, pick a topic that affects or interests
students. Whether team or individual projects, consider student skill
level, difficulty, time, importance, budget.

Skill training: Keep lectures brief and focused on one skill each class.
Have them use it to advance the story immediately, preferably during
class time when you can provide real-time advice and feedback.

Organization: Before each class, have them upload all interview notes
and documents to their own folder in Google Drive and share with you.

Writing: Have them write footnoted* stories/scripts early & often. Let
them see how dramatically their first story changes as they dig deeper.

*Footnotes help:

- reporters keep track of where they got their information

- you assess the reliability of their information

- the fact checker determine accuracy and spot errors

Footnotes should have links to internet sources + Google Drive documents and
notes. Info for human sources: phone, email, link to notes, bio.

Deadline: Set the “final” story deadline at least a month before the last
class. Reserve the last month for polish, fact check, data viz, production.

Fact check: Assign each student to do a word-by-word fact check of
another student’s story — and give them a grade. | tell the fact-checker
and writer that they will get an F as 50% of their grade for the semester
if there is an error in the final published version. No penalty if they find
the error before publication — to encourage them to be vigorous.
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